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Heywood in Bloom win Gold Medal Award in this 
year’s RHS North West in Bloom  
Date published: 31 October 2016 
 

 

Heywood in Bloom members at this year’s RHS North West in Bloom Awards ceremony 

Heywood in Bloom won a Gold Medal award for their entry into this year’s RHS North West in Bloom 

competition.  

 

Chairwoman Ellen Wintle-Yates said: “We have worked hard to reach the standard of Gold and we want to 

thank everyone who has been involved with this year’s entry.  

 

“The support we receive and the local sponsorship mean we have been able to add more new displays each 

year. We have recently worked with Heywood Rotary by buying and planting 10,000 purple crocus bulbs. 

These spring flowering bulbs have added to the 5,000 bulbs purchased by Heywood Rotary to celebrate the 

worldwide campaign to eradicate polio. 

“As a team we have been working to help improve the environment across Heywood for the enjoyment of 

those who live and work here. This year has seen a lot of new planting around town with new planters 

being erected. 

"We would like to thank our town centre gardener Simon and Ian Trickett along with our environmental 

team for all their help across the town centre” 

http://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/
http://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/news-features/viewer?NewsID=105941


“We attended the Neighbourhood Awards on Wednesday to collect six awards, four of these where top 

awards level five outstanding. Heywood in Bloom are proud and excited to have returned with four Gold 

Medal awards and two Silver Gilt on Friday:  

 Heywood Distribution Park - Gold 

 Queens Park - Gold 

 TOPS The Old Police Station - Gold 

 Crown Oil - Silver Gilt  

 Mike Goldrick Windows & Blinds - Silver Gilt  

“We would like to congratulate Rochdale in Bloom and Pennines in Bloom on their success this year with 

Rochdale also winning gold. 

“We are already working on our rout for 2017 and looking for new sponsors we would also like to expand 

our group of volunteers.” 

 

 

Golden success at RHS ‘In Bloom’ awards 
Date published: 30 October 2016 

 

Rochdale - Gold medal Best Large Town, Small City - RHS North West in Bloom Awards 2016 

Rochdale won a raft of awards, including a Gold Award, in this year’s North West in Bloom competition, 

staged by the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). 

https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/
https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/news-features/viewer?NewsID=105920


Rochdale’s entry highlights some of the best horticultural projects from across the town and shines a light 

on some of the amazing work being done by community groups, schools, businesses and residents, 

alongside more structured municipal planting. 

When the RHS judges visited back in July, they commented positively on the way in which Rochdale 

focuses on community involvement. 

The Gold Award came following a lengthy list of individual accolades for businesses, projects and 

attractions around the town which included:  

 Gold Medal and Overall North West Champion for Springhill Hospice in the Best Hospice Grounds 

category 

 Gold Medal and Overall North West Champion for Zen Internet in the Best Commercial Premises 

category 

 Gold Medal for The Flying Horse in the Best Small Accommodation category 

 The Heritage Award for the reopening of the River Roch 

 Silver Gilt in the Best Town Centre category 

 Outstanding Achievement for the Cutgate Alley Gate Scheme 

 Outstanding Achievement for Jubilee Park in Norden 

 Outstanding Achievement for Moss Row Allotments 

 Outstanding Achievement for The Growth Project 

 Outstanding Achievement for the Roch Valley Outdoor Learning Centre 

 Thriving Achievement for Castleton Station 

 Thriving Achievement for the residents gardens at Ravendale Sheltered Housing Complex 

Many more awards were also received in Heywood and the Pennines under their individual entries, making 

this a truly incredible achievement across the whole borough. 

Mayor Ray Dutton was on hand to help receive the awards, along with committee members, and staff from 

the Council Environmental Management team, he said: “I am delighted to have been the Mayor in a year 

that Rochdale Borough had done so exceptionally well.” 

Rochdale Township in Bloom Chairman, Nigel Morrell said: “This year’s victories are the culmination of six 

years of consistent effort by volunteers from throughout the Township. 

"This year we have undoubtedly benefitted from the involvement of Rochdale Town Centre Management 

Company as well as increased support from Rochdale Council Environmental Management department. 

"Our Success along with that of Heywood and Pennines in Bloom groups makes Rochdale a key player in 

RHS in Bloom in the North West.“ 

Vice Chairman and Schools Coordinator, Roy Down commented: “This year’s results are a testimony to the 

efforts put in by our team and groups representing all sections of the community in our town.” 

An event at Rochdale Town Hall is now to be planned to congratulate all involved and to showcase the 

awards.   

 

 
Friends of Hopwood Park ‘Outstanding’ in RHS 
Britain In Bloom awards 
Date published: 29 October 2016 

 

https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/


 

Amanda Almond and Margaret Ryan receive the Hopwood Park RHS Britain In Bloom award 

The Friends of Hopwood Park have achieved a level five 'Outstanding' award for the second year running at 

the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ awards at the Royal Horticultural Society’s North West In Bloom Competition. 

 

Chairwoman of the Friends of Hopwood Park, Sandra Trickett, said: “We are delighted that Friends of 

Hopwood Park received level five outstanding for the second year running.”  

 

CEO and chairwoman of Heywood In Bloom, Ellen Wintle Yates, said: “A lot of hard work goes into an 

award of outstanding. Thanks to all those involved in creating a wonderful park and a great community 

area all of Heywood can be proud of. We quickly forget just how bad a state this area reached before 

Sandra and the Friends turned it around.” 

 

 

 



 
Pennines Township awarded six Britain In Bloom 
Awards 
Date published: 27 October 2016 

 

Pennines In Bloom members with their awards 

Pennines Township has been awarded six 'Britain In Bloom - North West 'It's Your Neighbourhood Awards 

2016'. The judging for this year's awards took place earlier this summer and the results have just been 

released. 

 

Councillor Ann Stott, JP said: “It was a great start to the three-day event for the Pennines Township as it 

was awarded six awards in this category. 

 

Thriving Awards were given to: 

 Watergrove Reservoir 

 Wardle Village Square & Green 

 Littleborough 

 Milnrow Memorial Park 

Outstanding Awards were given to:  

 Hare Hill Park, Littleborough 

 Ladybarn Bowling Club, Milnrow 

Councillor Stott added: “Pennines In Bloom, the driving force, behind the entries for the awards, aided by 

the Friends of Hare Hill and Milnrow Parks, were delighted by the excellent start, and hope for more later in 

the week.” 

 

https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/


 
Jubilee Park 'Outstanding' in RHS ‘Britain In 
Bloom’ awards 
Date published: 26 October 2016 

 

Paul Ellison and Phil Starr with the award for Jubilee Park 

Norden’s Jubilee Park enjoyed ‘outstanding’ success this week representing the Borough in the RHS ‘Britain 

In Bloom’ awards achieving a maximum level five 'Outstanding' for the North West ‘It’s Your 

Neighbourhood’ category. 

 

The judges were particularly impressed with the new planting in the park and the community involvement.  

 

Paul Ellison and Phil Starr were on hand to receive the recognition at Southport. 

 

 

https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/

